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Hand 1  K876 
  94 
  J75 
  AQT2 
 A4   QT9 
 QJT72 N/-  853 
 Q42   A986 
 J97   K86 
  J532 
  AK6 
  KT3 
  543 
 

It is quite possible this deal will be a pass-out, 
though the fact that nobody is vulnerable 
increases the chance that someone will find an 
opening bid. North-South can make at least 8 
tricks with spades as trumps. Indeed if the 
defenders do not switch to diamonds early 
enough declarer might lose only one trick in 
diamonds as well as two trumps and a club and 
so emerge with 9 tricks.    
 

Hand 2  QJ62 
  JT872 
  KJ 
  T5 
 K54   AT87 
 95 E/NS  6 
 Q963   T72 
 KJ83   AQ942 
  93 
  AKQ43 
  A854 
  76 
 

North-South are in danger of getting what is in 
theory too high via 1-3-4. Game might in 
practice not be too high since if West prefers to 
lead from a queen than a king then dummy’s J 
scores at trick one and away goes one of 
dummy’s clubs on the A. If East opens 1, it 
will be much easier for the defenders to cash 
their four tricks. 5 doubled is down at least 300, 
500 if South finds a low diamond switch at trick 
two.   
 

Hand 3  K86 
  Q642 
  J6 
  Q972 
 QT4   9532 
 J93 S/EW  KT875 
 A873   52 
 864   KJ 
  AJ7 
  A 
  KQT94 
  AT53 
 

1-1-2NT-3NT is how South and North might 
bid. If West finds a heart lead, the jack working 
best to spare East a guess then 3NT fails. At 
most tables West will try one of the unbid suits, in 
which case the defenders are likely to make just 
the two rounded-suit kings and the A, possibly 
not even that. 5 is cold but, especially at 
matchpoints, few pairs are going to choose to 
play there.      
 

Hand 4  Q6 
  Q842 
  QT97 
  Q65 
 A7432   T85 
 AKJ3 W/All  T9 
 52   AJ3 
 T4   KJ932 
  KJ9 
  765 
  K864 
  A87 
 

1-2-2-2 is how West and East might bid. 
East, with 9 HCP, is a little bit strong for a simple 
raise to 2 when there is a reasonable 
alternative. With trumps 3-2 and the Q onside, 
declarer should manage 9 tricks. For example 
after the 10 lead you can win in dummy, come 
to hand with a heart and run the 10. If you hold 
up the A, you have a bit more flexibility to use 
the A as your entry to hand.      
 

  



Hand 5  AQT6 
  AK3 
  975 
  AK7 
 K542   3 
 Q954 N/NS  J 
 T8   AQ6432 
 QT5   98643 
  J987 
  T8762 
  KJ 
  J2 
 

With the vulnerability favourable, East might 
come in with a 3 overcall of North’s 2NT 
opening. If this happens, it is important to know 
whether double is for takeout or penalty because 
3 doubled would be down only a trick or two. 
You can make an overtrick in 4 so long as you 
play the second round of trumps from the South 
hand. With West able to overruff the third round 
of diamonds, you may need the same play to 
make 4+1.  
 

Hand 6  QJ6 
  4 
  AJ9843 
  864 
 A4   KT532 
 KQT985 E/EW   
 KQ   T62 
 A93   KQT75 
  987 
  AJ7632 
  75 
  J2 
 
 

A weak 2 opening from South will come as a 
shock to West. If East finds a reopening double, 
carnage could ensue. A retreat to 3 by North 
works well because the defenders cannot stop 
declarer from making six tricks. A contract of 2 
doubled could go four down. With 620 in 4 on 
for East-West, there could be a big difference in 
the matchpoint score between 500 and 800.  3NT 
fails, however, on the likely low diamond lead.  
 
 

Hand 7  T8 
  987 
  J96 
  KQ752 
 J65   K9732 
 AT654 S/All  J3 
 Q43   AK52 
 64   A3 
  AQ4 
  KQ2 
  T87 
  JT98 
 

If South opens a weak 1NT, East doubles and 
North retreats (or, if conventional methods are in 
use, initiates a retreat) to 2. East probably 
competes to 2 and has an easy decision to 
pass if West raises to 3. Because the red suit 
layout is so friendly for declarer, South needs to 
find an opening club lead – not difficult – to stop 
170.  2 doubled would be down one – but it 
would make if the North-South red suits were not 
both 3-3.           
 

Hand 8  QJ4 
  J72 
  QT64 
  973 
 53   AK762 
 Q9 W/-  AT843 
 8753   92 
 KJT54   6 
  T98 
  K65 
  AKJ 
  AQ82 
 
 

When East opens 1, South has the shape and 
strength for a 1NT overcall but not the spade 
stopper. Most will choose to double, in which 
case North bids 2 and East shows the second 
suit with 2. South has another tricky decision 
with the strength for a raise to 3 but not the 
shape. 2 and 2 are both on, with three tricks in 
the minors and two in the majors to lose. 3 can 
go two down, West possibly needing to dump the 
Q under the K to avoid being endplayed. 
 

  



Hand 9  QJ4 
  J763 
  975 
  J86 
 AKT732   95 
 T8 N/EW  A954 
 KT   AQJ2 
 974   AK3 
  86 
  KQ2 
  8643 
  QT52 
 

East-West can start 1/1-1-2NT. It is close 
whether the West hand is worth looking for a 
slam, or at any rate good enough if East does not 
have spade support. Visualising a slam is slightly 
easier for those who open 1 on the East cards. 
With trumps 3-2, you can make 6 even on a 
heart lead. You win, cash two trumps and play on 
diamonds. You just need the defender with three 
trumps to follow to at least two diamonds. A heart 
lead would hold a no-trump contract to 10 tricks.  
 
 

Hand 10  A652 
  74 
  Q75 
  AT73 
 QJ9   T874 
 5 E/All  AJT9632 
 KJT984    
 Q86   J9 
  K3 
  KQ8 
  A632 
  K542 
 

Purists would baulk at a 3 opening for East with 
such a suitable hand in support of spades. If East 
does not open, North-South with their 25 HCP 
and balanced hands should surely reach 3NT. 
With the A and K both favourably placed, 3NT 
is on, though on a spade lead it is not easy to set 
up nine tricks without losing five on the way. 3 
would go down two whether South scores one 
spade ruff, two spade ruffs or no spade ruffs. 
 

Hand 11  A982 
  A63 
  Q87643 
   
 7543   KQT 
 K92 S/-  JT87 
 K2   AJ9 
 A963   T54 
  J6 
  Q54 
  T5 
  KQJ872 
 
 

North is likely to open 1 in third seat and regret 
doing so. South responds 2 and North then 
rebids 2 to end the auction. On a heart lead, it 
is reasonably easy for the defenders to stop 
dummy from ruffing a spade because West can 
gain the lead with a heart. It is tougher to stop the 
ruff if East starts with the K. Who will switch to 
the 9 at trick two (or at trick three if declarer 
wins the first spade and play one back)?  
 
 

Hand 12  KT42 
   
  KT875 
  6542 
 AJ73   9865 
 KT65 W/NS  AQ932 
 62   J4 
 JT7   A8 
  Q 
  J874 
  AQ93 
  KQ93 
 

After East opens 1 in third seat, South does not 
have a good way to enter the auction. If West 
raises to 2, South might reopen with 2NT and 
then West competes to 3. If West raises 1 to 
3, that is a faster way to the same contract. On 
any lead other than a club, 3 goes two down – 
but South is likely to lead the K, which has the 
effect of setting up the J. 5 is on for North-
South thanks to the favourable club position. 
 

  



Hand 13  T7 
  J9864 
  AJ 
  A753 
 AQ53   K2 
 53 N/All  AK7 
 Q53   KT764 
 8642   KQT 
  J9864 
  QT2 
  982 
  J9 

East-West might well bid 1-1-2NT- 3NT. If 
North interjects a takeout double, East might 
redouble and then double the retreat to 2. East 
will be in a position to prevent South from ruffing 
and any clubs, which means the penalty there 
should be 800. A heart lead, unless the 
defenders block the suit, which in theory they well 
might, should stop any overtricks in 3NT because 
declarer will have no time to knock out the A.  
 
 

Hand 14  Q83 
  652 
  KT975 
  76 
 KJT54   96 
 984 E/-  AJT73 
 3   A82 
 Q852   KJ4 
  A72 
  KQ 
  QJ64 
  AT93 
 

If East opens 1, South might overcall 1NT or 
double; after a double West might bid 1 but, 
lacking that option over 1NT, a raise to 2 will be 
in order. I am not sure whether it is easier for 
North to compete facing a 1NT overcall or a 
double. 3 should make even on a spade lead 
because declarer can duck in dummy, thereby 
avoiding a subsequent ruff. In a heart contract the 
defenders will typically make a spade, a heart, a 
club and a ruff.     
 

Hand 15  874 
  AT86 
  KQ7 
  T93 
 KT92   AJ 
 J S/NS  Q973 
 AJT98532    
    AKQ8742 
  Q653 
  K542 
  64 
  J65 
 

With such shapely hands, reaching 3NT could be 
tough; 1-2-2-2-3-3NT is a possible route 
there. With clubs 3-3 there are 10 top tricks. An 
unlikely initial diamond lead easily stops 460. A 
heart lead and a spade switch should also do the 
trick. Even on a spade lead declarer would need 
to guess well to make 11 tricks. It takes an 
opening heart lead to defeat either 5 or 5.  
 
 

Hand 16  AQJ93 
  KJ94 
  T8 
  A4 
 KT864   2 
 5 W/EW  Q8632 
 KJ9   Q752 
 K986   T32 
  75 
  AT7 
  A643 
  QJ75 
 

1-2-2-2NT-3NT should be a common way 
for North-South to bid. The cards lie well for 
declarer, with 10 tricks easy to make if you 
finesse West for the K and K and East for the 
Q. Indeed, without a diamond lead, there is a 
chance for 11 tricks because West will have 
difficulty finding safe discards on the hearts. Any 
West who decides the hand is worth a vulnerable 
opening bid could lose 1100 in 1 doubled. 

  



Hand 17  632 
  AJ84 
  A2 
  AQ54 
 QJ854   AT7 
 93 N/-  KQ75 
 KJ53   Q9 
 73   KJ86 
  K9 
  T62 
  T8764 
  T92 
 
 

If North opens either 1 or 1, East can overcall 
1NT, after which West probably makes a transfer 
into spades but does not try for game. With most 
of the missing strength marked in the North hand, 
4 is not a terrible spot but would have to fail 
with the K offside and three aces missing. If 
East declares a no-trump contract, the lead of 
either rounded suit should give the defenders a 
fifth trick.   

Hand 18  Q62 
  A764 
  KQ 
  AK65 
 AK4   JT98753 
 QJ5 E/NS  T32 
 T952   73 
 T72   9 
   
  K98 
  AJ864 
  QJ843 
 

At favourable vulnerability, East will want to open 
something, maybe a weak 2 or even 3. A 3 
opening raised to 4 would make difficult! 
Possibly North doubles, South removes to 4NT 
(two places to play), North bids 5 and South 
raises to 6. Even on an uncontested auction it 
will be hard to reach the excellent 7. Unless 
diamonds are 5-1, there are easy 13 tricks; 7 
makes even then if trumps are 2-2 or a squeeze 
develops. 
 

Hand 19  AT3 
  KQJ5 
  J954 
  A2 
 KJ72   9 
 832 S/EW  T9764 
 K   A86 
 KJ875   QT94 
  Q8654 
  A 
  QT732 
  63 
 

North-South could start 1-1-1NT, after which 
South might make an enquiry of some sort and 
settle for 2 when North shows a minimum for 
15-17 but with spade support. If West leads the 
K and switches to a low club, declarer needs to 
put up dummy’s A, unblock the A and cross to 
dummy in trumps to continue hearts, maybe by 
leading the Q for West to cover. This yields 9 
tricks. 7 tricks are the limit in no-trumps. 
 

Hand 20  AT972 
  A5 
  T65 
  763 
 J63   KQ54 
 J98 W/All  KQ7632 
 J92   Q43 
 AQT4    
  8 
  T4 
  AK87 
  KJ9852 
 
 

After East opens 1 in third seat and South 
overcalls 2, West raises to 2. Then North 
might bid 3 or South could reopen with 2NT (to 
show the second suit) if North passes. Most likely 
West will get the chance to double 3 but East 
will not fancy that and so retreats to 3. 3 
doubled would be down one with three trumps 
and a trick in each red suit to lose. 3 is also 
down one with four top tricks and a spade ruff to 
lose.  
 

  



Hand 21  J732 
  T9832 
  J72 
  Q 
 AKQ9   654 
 A65 N/NS  J74 
 K3   A95 
 A754   T832 
  T8 
  KQ 
  QT864 
  KJ96 
 
 

If it shows 20-22 or 20-21, West is likely to open 
2NT in fourth seat. With 5 HCP East has just 
enough to raise. While the heart situation is 
particularly favourable, and one declarer should 
read if North starts with a ‘second and fourth’ 9, 
the black suits are less kind. While if North 
discards a diamond (on a club) it might be 
possible to squeeze South in the minors to make 
3NT, one down seems the normal result.            

Hand 22  KJ52 
  75 
  Q9765 
  T8 
 A986   T7 
 J86 E/EW  QT2 
 KT3   J842 
 KJ6   9543 
  Q43 
  AK943 
  A 
  AQ72 
 

The auction 1-1-3-3NT has the effect in 
theory of wrong siding the contract. If East finds a 
club lead, the defenders may well come to two 
tricks in clubs and one in each other suit. On a 
diamond lead, declarer can get home by clearing 
the hearts and later attacking spades; this way 
the defenders just make one trick in each suit. 4 
fails if West leads either major.     
 
 

Hand 23  65 
  A5 
  76532 
  AJ96 
 AKT72   J943 
 73 S/All  KJT942 
 JT4   K98 
 432    
  Q8 
  Q86 
  AQ 
  KQT875 
 

A possible start is 1 from South, a 1 overcall 
from West, a 2 cue bid to show a value raise in 
clubs from North and then 3 from East. With 15 
HCP South must take some further action, 
perhaps a double. North is minimum for the 2 
cue bid and so bids just 4. Alert to the 
possibility of a doubleton spade in each hand, 
South could judge to pass 4. In practice, with 
K-x-x onside, you can set up the diamonds 
without loss and make two long cards for 11 
tricks.   
 

Hand 24  QJ3 
  AQ92 
  72 
  AK83 
 82   AT74 
 KJ76 W/-  54 
 KQJT6   843 
 Q9   JT54 
  K965 
  T83 
  A95 
  762 
 
 

If West opens 1, North doubles and East might 
bid 1. South can double that to show four 
spades and West rebids 2. With 16 HCP, North 
has to do something, maybe double again. An 
inspired South leaves in 2 doubled. After a club 
lead and spade switch, declarer is in some 
danger of going for 500. If North-South declare, 
they do slightly better with spades rather than 
hearts as trumps. 

  



Hand 25  64 
  T964 
  JT98 
  K95 
 8   AQJT972 
 Q2 N/EW  75 
 AKQ543   2 
 J864   AQT 
  K53 
  AKJ83 
  76 
  732 
 

The auction is likely to be simple and natural: 1 
from East, 2 from South, 3 from West and 4 
from East. South cashes two heart tricks and is 
bound to come to the K later – or is it as simple 
as that? After a diamond switch at trick three, 
declarer must judge how to use this dummy 
entry. Running the J works, as does taking one 
discard on the second diamond before finessing 
in clubs. If you try to cash a third diamond or if 
you take a trump finesse, down you go. 
 

Hand 26  64 
  QJT8 
  J76 
  QT96 
 J75   AT3 
 32 E/All  A6 
 Q853   AKT42 
 AJ72   K85 
  KQ982 
  K9754 
  9 
  43 
 

After East opens 1, South might make a 2 
Michaels overcall to show both majors. West then 
competes to 3 and North bids 3. As it looks 
like the diamond suit will be running, East should 
then bid 3NT. On a heart lead, declarer can make 
no more than 9 tricks. If North does not take or 
does not get the chance to indicate a heart lead, 
a spade lead would allow an overtrick. 5 is 
down on the K lead and declarer would need an 
endplay to avoid two down on a heart lead. 
 

Hand 27  A 
  Q32 
  9532 
  KQ632 
 KJ64   QT9873 
 KJ97 S/-  A86 
 7   JT 
 AT84   95 
  52 
  T54 
  AKQ864 
  J7 
 

If South opens 1, West doubles and North 
might make a fit-showing jump to 3. East then 
competes to 3 and South will not want to 
defend. If 4 becomes the contract, West leads a 
spade and East plays a big spade as suit-
preference for hearts. West thus switches to the 
J when in with the A to secure a one trick set. 
4 makes if South fails to find the club switch or 
if an inspired declarer finds the backward heart 
finesse. 

Hand 28  A54 
  Q543 
  9875 
  82 
 6   K87 
 AK72 W/NS  J98 
 AKT3   J6 
 AK93   QJ765 
  QJT932 
  T6 
  Q42 
  T4 
 
 

I am not sure what West opens. 2NT is 
unattractive with a small singleton spade. If you 
open 2NT, East raises to 3NT, maybe first 
looking for a 5-3 fit in a major. A diamond lead 
works best but North might well lead a heart, 
allowing the J to score. If declarer risks the 
diamond finesse, 12 tricks result. In fact a spade 
lead also works OK because declarer is unlikely 
to risk calling for dummy’s king. With the Q 
onside, 6 makes.   
 

 


